Lectionary Readings for the Sundays of Advent - Year A

First Sunday of Advent (Year A)
Lectionary; 1

Reading 1: Isaiah 2:1-5

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz,

saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come,

the mountain of the LORD’s house

shall be established as the highest mountain
and raised above the hills.

All nations shall stream toward it;

many peoples shall come and say:

“Come, let us climb the LORD'’s mountain,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may instruct us in his ways,

and we may walk in his paths.”

For from Zion shall go forth instruction,

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,

and impose terms on many peoples.

They shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;

one nation shall not raise the sword against another,

nor shall they train for war again.
O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Responsorial: Psalm 122: 1-2, 3-4a, 4b-5, 6-7, 8-9

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
| rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the LORD."
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls,
prosperity in your buildings.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Because of my brothers and friends
| will say, “Peace be within you!”
Because of the house of the LORD, our God,
| will pray for your good.

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Reading 2: Romans 13:11-14

Brothers and sisters:

You know the time;

it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.
For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed,;
the night is advanced, the day is at hand.

Let us then throw off the works of darkness

and put on the armor of light;

let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day,
not in orgies and drunkenness,

not in promisculity and lust,

not in rivalry and jealousy.

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,

and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.

Alleluia: Ps 85:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Show us, Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples:

“As it was in the days of Noah,

s0 it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

In those days before the flood,

they were eating and drinking,

marrying and giving in marriage,

up to the day that Noah entered the ark.

They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away.
So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.

Two men will be out in the field;

one will be taken, and one will be left.

Two women will be grinding at the mill;

one will be taken, and one will be left.

Therefore, stay awake!

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.
Be sure of this: if the master of the house

had known the hour of night when the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake

and not let his house be broken into.

S0 t0o, you also must be prepared,

for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”
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Second Sunday of Advent (Year A)
Lectionary: 4

Reading 1: Isaiah 11:1-10

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse,
and from his roots a bud shall blossom.

The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:

a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

a spirit of counsel and of strength,

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,

and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD.

Not by appearance shall he judge,

nor by hearsay shall he decide,

but he shall judge the poor with justice,

and decide aright for the land’s afflicted.

He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.
Justice shall be the band around his waist,

and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;

the calf and the young lion shall browse together,

with a little child to guide them.

The cow and the bear shall be neighbors,

together their young shall rest;

the lion shall eat hay like the ox.

The baby shall play by the cobra’s den,

and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair.

There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD,
as water covers the sea.

On that day, the root of Jesse,

set up as a signal for the nations,

the Gentiles shall seek out,

for his dwelling shall be glorious.

Responsorial: Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king's son;

he shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Justice shall flower in his days,

and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;

the lives of the poor he shall save.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

May his name be blessed forever;

as long as the sun his name shall remain.

In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed;
all the nations shall proclaim his happiness.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Reading 2: Romans 15:4-9

Brothers and sisters:

Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction,
that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope.

May the God of endurance and encouragement

grant you to think in harmony with one another,

in keeping with Christ Jesus,

that with one accord you may with one voice

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,

for the glory of God.

For | say that Christ became a minister of the circumcised
to show God's truthfulness,

to confirm the promises to the patriarchs,

but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written:

Therefore, | will praise you among the Gentiles

and sing praises to your name.

Alleluia: Lk 3:4, 6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said:
A voice of one crying out in the desert,

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.

John wore clothing made of camel's hair

and had a leather belt around his waist.

His food was locusts and wild honey.

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea,

and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River

as they acknowledged their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?

Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.

And do not presume to say to yourselves,

‘We have Abraham as our father.’

For | tell you,

God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees.

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit

will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

| am baptizing you with water, for repentance,

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.

| am not worthy to carry his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fan is in his hand.

He will clear his threshing floor

and gather his wheat into his barn,

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
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Third Sunday of Advent (Year A)
Lectionary; 7

Reading 1: |saiah 35:1-6a, 10

The desert and the parched land will exult;
the steppe will rejoice and bloom.

They will bloom with abundant flowers,
and rejoice with joyful song.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to them,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the LORD,

the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the hands that are feeble,
make firm the knees that are weak,

say to those whose hearts are frightened:
Be strong, fear not!

Here is your God,

he comes with vindication;

with divine recompense

he comes to save you.

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,
the ears of the deaf be cleared;

then will the lame leap like a stag,

then the tongue of the mute will sing.

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return
and enter Zion singing,

crowned with everlasting joy;

they will meet with joy and gladness,

sorrow and mourning will flee.

Responsorial: Psalm 146:6¢-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10

R. Lord, come and save us. (cf. Is 35:4)
The LORD God keeps faith forever,
secures justice for the oppressed,
gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets captives free.

R. Lord, come and save us.

The LORD gives sight to the blind;

the LORD raises up those who were bowed down.

The LORD loves the just;

the LORD protects strangers.
R. Lord, come and save us.

The fatherless and the widow he sustains,

but the way of the wicked he thwarts.

The LORD shall reign forever;

your God, O Zion, through all generations.
R. Lord, come and save us.

Reading 2: James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers and sisters,

until the coming of the Lord.

See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient with it

until it receives the early and the late rains.

You too must be patient.

Make your hearts firm,

because the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one another,
that you may not be judged.

Behold, the Judge is standing before the gates.

Take as an example of hardship and patience, brothers and sisters,
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Alleluia; Isa 61:1 (cited in Lk 4:18)

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me

to bring glad tidings to the poor.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ,
he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question,

“Are you the one who is to come,

or should we look for another?”

Jesus said to them in reply,

“Go and tell John what you hear and see:

the blind regain their sight,

the lame walk,

lepers are cleansed,

the deaf hear,

the dead are raised,

and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.”

As they were going off,

Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John,
“What did you go out to the desert to see?

A reed swayed by the wind?

Then what did you go out to see?

Someone dressed in fine clothing?

Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces.
Then why did you go out? To see a prophet?

Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet.

This is the one about whom it is written:

Behold, | am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.

Amen, | say to you,

among those born of women

there has been none greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
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Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A)
Lectionary: 11

Reading 1: Isaiah 7:10-14

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying:

Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God;

let it be deep as the netherworld, or high as the sky!
But Ahaz answered,

“| will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!”

Then Isaiah said:

Listen, O house of David!

Is it not enough for you to weary people,

must you also weary my God?

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign:
the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,

and shall name him Emmanuel.

Responsorial: Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.
The LORD's are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.

R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
or who may stand in his holy place?
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain.

R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
a reward from God his savior.
Such is the race that seeks for him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.

R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

Reading 2: Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus,

called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God,
which he promised previously

through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,

the gospel about his Son,

descended from David according to the flesh,

but established as Son of God in power

according to the Spirit of holiness

through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him we have received the grace of apostleship,
to bring about the obedience of faith,

for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles,

among whom are you also,

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ;

to all the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Alleluia: Mt 1:23

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,

but before they lived together,

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her hushand, since he was a righteous man,
yet unwilling to expose her to shame,

decided to divorce her quietly.

Such was his intention when, behold,

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David,

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
For it is through the Holy Spirit

that this child has been conceived in her.

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means “God is with us.”

When Joseph awoke,

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took his wife into his home.
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Lectionary Readings for the Sundays of Advent - Year B

First Sunday of Advent (Year B)
Lectionary; 2

Reading 1: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7

You, LORD, are our father,

our redeemer you are named forever.

Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways,
and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?
Return for the sake of your servants,

the tribes of your heritage.

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
with the mountains quaking before you,

while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for,
such as they had not heard of from of old.

No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you
doing such deeds for those who wait for him.

Would that you might meet us doing right,

that we were mindful of you in our ways!

Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful;

all of us have become like unclean people,

all our good deeds are like polluted rags;

we have all withered like leaves,

and our guilt carries us away like the wind.

There is none who calls upon your name,

who rouses himself to cling to you;

for you have hidden your face from us

and have delivered us up to our guilt.

Yet, O LORD, you are our father;

we are the clay and you the potter:

we are all the work of your hands.

Responsorial: Psalm 80:2ac+3b, 15-16, 18-19

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

O shepherd of Israel, hearken,

from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth.

Rouse your power,

and come to save us.
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

Once again, O LORD of hosts,

look down from heaven, and see;

take care of this vine,

and protect what your right hand has planted

the son of man whom you yourself made strong.
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

May your help be with the man of your right hand,

with the son of man whom you yourself made strong.

Then we will no more withdraw from you;

give us new life, and we will call upon your name.
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

Reading 2: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Brothers and sisters:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always on your account

for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus,
that in him you were enriched in every way,

with all discourse and all knowledge,

as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you,
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift

as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He will keep you firm to the end,

irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful,

and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Alleluia: Ps 85:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Show us, Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37

Jesus said to his disciples:

“Be watchful! Be alert!

You do not know when the time will come.

It is like a man traveling abroad.

He leaves home and places his servants in charge,
each with his own work,

and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch.
Watch, therefore;

you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming,
whether in the evening, or at midnight,

or at cockcrow, or in the morning.

May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
What | say to you, | say to all: ‘Watch!™
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Second Sunday of Advent (Year B)
Lectionary; 5

Reading 1: |saiah 40:1-5, 9-11

Comfort, give comfort to my people,

says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her
that her service is at an end,

her guilt is expiated;

indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:

In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!

Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled in,

every mountain and hill shall be made low;

the rugged land shall be made a plain,

the rough country, a broad valley.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all people shall see it together;

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Go up on to a high mountain,
Zion, herald of glad tidings;

cry out at the top of your voice,
Jerusalem, herald of good news!
Fear not to cry out

and say to the cities of Judah:
Here is your God!

Here comes with power

the Lord GOD,

who rules by his strong arm;
here is his reward with him,

his recompense before him.

Like a shepherd he feeds his flock;
in his arms he gathers the lambs,
carrying them in his bosom,

and leading the ewes with care.

Responsorial: Psalm 85:9ab+10, 11-12, 13-14

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

| will hear what God proclaims;

the LORD—for he proclaims peace to his people.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

The LORD himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,

and prepare the way of his steps.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

Reading 2: 2 Peter 3:8-14

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved,

that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years

and a thousand years like one day.

The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,”
but he is patient with you,

not wishing that any should perish

but that all should come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief,

and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar
and the elements will be dissolved by fire,

and the earth and everything done on it will be found out.

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way,

what sort of persons ought you to be,

conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion,

waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames
and the elements melted by fire.

But according to his promise

we await new heavens and a new earth

in which righteousness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since you await these things,

be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.

Alleluia: Lk 3:4, 6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
All flesh shall see the salvation of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;

he will prepare your way.

A voice of one crying out in the desert:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.”

John the Baptist appeared in the desert,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
People of the whole Judean countryside

and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River

as they acknowledged their sins.

John was clothed in camel’s hair,

with a leather belt around his waist.

He fed on locusts and wild honey.

And this is what he proclaimed:

“One mightier than | is coming after me.

| am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
| have baptized you with water;

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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Third Sunday of Advent (Year B)
Lectionary; 8

Reading 1: |saiah 61:1-2a, 10-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor,
to heal the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives

and release to the prisoners,

to announce a year of favor from the LORD
and a day of vindication by our God.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD,

in my God is the joy of my soul;

for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation
and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,

like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,

like a bride bedecked with her jewels.

As the earth brings forth its plants,

and a garden makes its growth spring up,

so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise
spring up before all the nations.

Responsorial: Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54

R. My soul rejoices in my God.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked upon his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed:

R. My soul rejoices in my God.
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
R. My soul rejoices in my God.

Reading 2: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Brothers and sisters:

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.

In all circumstances give thanks,

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spirit.

Do not despise prophetic utterances.

Test everything; retain what is good.

Refrain from every kind of evil.

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy

and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,

be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful,

and he will also accomplish it.

Alleluia: Isa 61:1 (cited in Lk 4:18)

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me

to bring glad tidings to the poor.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

A man named John was sent from God.

He came for testimony, to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him.

He was not the light,

but came to testify to the light.

And this is the testimony of John.

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him,
to ask him, “Who are you?”

He admitted and did not deny it,

but admitted, “l am not the Christ.”

So they asked him,

“What are you then? Are you Elijah?”

And he said, “I am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

So they said to him,

“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?
What do you have to say for yourself?”

He said:

“| am the voice of one crying out in the desert,

‘make straight the way of the Lord,”

as Isaiah the prophet said.”

Some Pharisees were also sent.

They asked him,

“Why then do you baptize

if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”

John answered them,

“| baptize with water;

but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me,

whose sandal strap | am not worthy to untie.”

This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,

where John was baptizing.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B)
Lectionary: 11

Reading 1: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

When King David was settled in his palace,

and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side,
he said to Nathan the prophet,

“Here | am living in a house of cedar,

while the ark of God dwells in a tent!”

Nathan answered the king,

“Go, do whatever you have in mind,

for the LORD is with you.”

But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said:
“Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Should you build me a house to dwell in?’

“It was | who took you from the pasture

and from the care of the flock

to be commander of my people Israel.

| have been with you wherever you went,

and I have destroyed all your enemies before you.

And | will make you famous like the great ones of the earth.

[ will fix a place for my people Israel;

[ will plant them so that they may dwell in their place

without further disturbance.

Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old,
since the time | first appointed judges over my people Israel.
| will give you rest from all your enemies.

The LORD also reveals to you

that he will establish a house for you.

And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors,
| will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins,

and | will make his kingdom firm.

| will be a father to him,

and he shall be a son to me.

Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me;
your throne shall stand firm forever.”

Responsorial: Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27+ 29

R. For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.
The promises of the LORD | will sing forever;
in all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”;
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.
R. For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.
“| have made a covenant with my chosen one,
| have sworn to David my servant:
Forever will | confirm your posterity
and establish your throne for all generations.”
R. For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.
“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
my God, the Rock, my savior.’
Forever | will maintain my kindness toward him,
and my covenant with him stands firm.”
R. For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Reading 2: Romans 16:25-27

Brothers and sisters:

To him who can strengthen you,

according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages,
but now manifested through the prophetic writings and,

according to the command of the eternal God,

made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith,

to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ

be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia: Lk 1:38

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me according to your word.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God

to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
of the house of David,

and the virgin's name was Mary.

And coming to her, he said,

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”

But she was greatly troubled at what was said
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her,

“Do not be afraid, Mary,

for you have found favor with God.

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

But Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be,

since | have no relations with a man?”

And the angel said to her in reply,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born

will be called holy, the Son of God.

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,

has also conceived a son in her old age,

and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
for nothing will be impossible for God.”

Mary said, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.
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Lectionary Readings for the Sundays of Advent - Year C

First Sunday of Advent (Year C)
Lectionary: 3

Reading 1: Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are coming, says the LORD,
when | will fuffill the promise

I made to the house of Israel and Judah.

In those days, in that time,

| will raise up for David a just shoot ;

he shall do what is right and just in the land.
In those days Judah shall be safe

and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;

this is what they shall call her:

“The LORD our justice.”

Responsorial: Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 10+14

R. (1b) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths,
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior,
and for you | wait all the day.
R. To you, O Lord, | lift my soul.
Good and upright is the LORD;
thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice,
and teaches the humble his way.
R. Toyou, O Lord, I lift my soul.
All the paths of the LORD are kindness and constancy
toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him,
and his covenant, for their instruction.
R. Toyou, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Reading 2: 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2

Brothers and sisters:

May the Lord make you increase and abound in love

for one another and for all,

just as we have for you,

S0 as to strengthen your hearts,

to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen.

Finally, brothers and sisters,

we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that,
as you received from us

how you should conduct yourselves to please God

and as you are conducting yourselves

you do so even more.

For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

Alleluia: Ps 85:8

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Show us, Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia: Ps 85:8
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Show us, Lord, your love;

and grant us your salvation.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Jesus said to his disciples:

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and on earth nations will be in dismay,

perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will die of fright

in anticipation of what is coming upon the world,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

And then they will see the Son of Man

coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

But when these signs begin to happen,

stand erect and raise your heads

because your redemption is at hand.

“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy
from carousing and drunkenness

and the anxieties of daily life,

and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.
For that day will assault everyone

who lives on the face of the earth.

Be vigilant at all times

and pray that you have the strength

to escape the tribulations that are imminent

and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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Second Sunday of Advent (Year C)
Lectionary; 6

Reading 1: Baruch 5:1-9

Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery;
put on the splendor of glory from God forever:
wrapped in the cloak of justice from God,

bear on your head the mitre

that displays the glory of the eternal name.

For God will show all the earth your splendor:

you will be named by God forever

the peace of justice, the glory of God's worship.

Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights;

look to the east and see your children

gathered from the east and the west

at the word of the Holy One,

rejoicing that they are remembered by God.

Led away on foot by their enemies they left you:
but God will bring them back to you

borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones.

For God has commanded

that every lofty mountain be made low,

and that the age-old depths and gorges

be filled to level ground,

that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.
The forests and every fragrant kind of tree

have overshadowed Israel at God’s command;
for God is leading Israel in joy

by the light of his glory,

with his mercy and justice for company.

Responsorial: Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

R. (3) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
we were like men dreaming.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with rejoicing.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Then they said among the nations,
"The LORD has done great things for them."
The LORD has done great things for us;
we are glad indeed.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those who sow in tears
shall reap rejoicing.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Although they go forth weeping,
carrying the seed to be sown,
They shall come back rejoicing,
carrying their sheaves.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Reading 2: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

Brothers and sisters:

| pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you,
because of your partnership for the gospel

from the first day until now.

| am confident of this,

that the one who began a good work in you

will continue to complete it

until the day of Christ Jesus.

God is my witness,

how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer:

that your love may increase ever more and more

in knowledge and every kind of perception,

to discern what is of value,

so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness

that comes through Jesus Christ

for the glory and praise of God.

Alleluia: Lk 3:4, 6

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,

when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,

and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee,

and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region

of lturaea and Trachonitis,

and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,

the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:

A voice of one crying out in the desert;

“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.

Every valley shall be filled

and every mountain and hill shall be made low.

The winding roads shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth,

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
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Third Sunday of Advent (Year C)
Lectionary; 9

Reading 1: Zephaniah 3:14-18a

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!

Sing joyfully, O Israel!

Be glad and exult with all your heart,

O daughter Jerusalem!

The LORD has removed the judgment against you
he has turned away your enemies;

the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst,
you have no further misfortune to fear.

On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged!

The LORD, your God, is in your midst,

a mighty savior;

he will rejoice over you with gladness,

and renew you in his love,

he will sing joyfully because of you,

as one sings at festivals.

Responsorial: Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6

R. (6) Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
God indeed is my savior;
| am confident and unafraid.
My strength and my courage is the LORD,
and he has been my savior.
With joy you will draw water
at the fountain of salvation.
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
among the nations make known his deeds,
proclaim how exalted is his name.
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.
Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement;
let this be known throughout all the earth.
Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
for great in your midst
is the Holy One of Israel!
R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is
the great and Holy One of Israel.

Reading 2: Philippians 4:4-7

Brothers and sisters:

Rejoice in the Lord always.

I shall say it again: rejoice!

Your kindness should be known to all.

The Lord is near.

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

make your requests known to God.

Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Alleluia: Isa 61:1

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me

to bring glad tidings to the poor.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18

The crowds asked John the Baptist,

“What should we do?”

He said to them in reply,

“Whoever has two cloaks

should share with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him,
“Teacher, what should we do?”

He answered them,

“Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”
Soldiers also asked him,

“And what is it that we should do?”

He told them,

“Do not practice extortion,

do not falsely accuse anyone,

and be satisfied with your wages.”

Now the people were filled with expectation,

and all were asking in their hearts

whether John might be the Christ.

John answered them all, saying,

“| am baptizing you with water,

but one mightier than | is coming.

| am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his barn,

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Exhorting them in many other ways,

he preached good news to the people.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C)
Lectionary: 12

Reading 1: Micah 5:1-4a

Thus says the LORD:

You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah

too small to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be ruler in Israel;

whose origin is from of old,

from ancient times.

Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time
when she who is to give birth has borne,
and the rest of his kindred shall return

to the children of Israel.

He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock
by the strength of the LORD,

in the majestic name of the LORD, his God;
and they shall remain, for now his greatness
shall reach to the ends of the earth;

he shall be peace.

Responsorial: Psalm 80:2ac+3b, 15-16, 18-19

R. (4) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

O shepherd of Israel, hearken,

from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth.

Rouse your power,

and come to save us.
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

Once again, O LORD of hosts,

look down from heaven, and see;

take care of this vine,

and protect what your right hand has planted

the son of man whom you yourself made strong.
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

May your help be with the man of your right hand,

with the son of man whom you yourself made strong.

Then we will no more withdraw from you;

give us new life, and we will call upon your name.
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

Reading 2: Hebrews 10:5-10

Brothers and sisters:

When Christ came into the world, he said:
"Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,

but a body you prepared for me;

in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight.
Then | said, 'As is written of me in the scroll,
behold, | come to do your will, O God."

First he says, "Sacrifices and offerings,

holocausts and sin offerings,

you neither desired nor delighted in."

These are offered according to the law.

Then he says, :Behold, | come to do your will."

He takes away the first to establish the second.

By this "will," we have been consecrated

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Alleluia: Lk 1:38

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me according to your word.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

Mary set out

and traveled to the hill country in haste

to a town of Judah,

where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,
the infant leaped in her womb,

and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cried out in a loud voice and said,
"Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

And how does this happen to me,

that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears,

the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
Blessed are you who believed

that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fuffilled."
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COMMON TEXTS FOR
SUNG RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

Season of Advent:
Come, O Lord, and set us free.

Season of Christmas:
Lord, today we have seen your glory.

SEASON OF ADVENT:

Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10, 14

R: (1) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;

teach me your paths,

Guide me in your truth and teach me,

for you are God my savior.

R: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Good and upright is the LORD;

thus he shows sinners the way.

He guides the humble to justice,

and teaches the humble his way.

R: Toyou, O Lord, | lift my soul.

All the paths of the LORD are kindness and constancy
toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him,
and his covenant, for their instruction.

R: Toyou, O Lord, | lift my soul.

Ps 85:9ab, 10, 11-12, 13-14

R: (8a) Lord, show us your mercy and love.
| will hear what God proclaims;

the Lord—for he proclaims peace.

Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

R: Lord, show us your mercy and love.
Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

R: Lord, show us your mercy and love.

The Lord himself will give his benefits;

our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,

and prepare the way of his steps.

R: Lord, show us your mercy and love.

SEASON OF CHRISTMAS:

Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6

R: (3cd) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of
God.

Sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done wondrous deeds;

his right hand has won victory for him,

his holy arm.

R: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
The LORD has made his salvation known:

in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness

toward the house of Israel.

R: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
All the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation by our God.

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;

break into song; sing praise.

R: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,

with the harp and melodious song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn

sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R: All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

EPIPHANY:

Ps 72:1b-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13

R: (cf. 11) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
O God, with your judgment endow the king,

and with your justice the king's son;

he shall govern your people with justice

and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Justice shall flower in his days,

and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
The kings of Tarshish and the Islands shall offer gifts;
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute.
All kings shall pay him homage,

all nations shall serve him.

R: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;

the lives of the poor he shall save.

R: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
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